Livestock continue to play a significant role as a source of wealth, protein nutrition and income to the poor households in Uganda. Although the benefits are obvious, a number of health problems are associated with livestock and livestock products that may affect the poor both as producers and consumers. The poor are vulnerable and are exposed, in many cases unknowing-, ly, to diseases of economic and public health importance such as trypanosomosis, tuberculosis, rabies among others. A major pitfall is that Veterinary Public Health (VPH) activities have not been fully integrated in the main stream of public health services in Uganda and many other countries in the world. This paper provides an insight in the rightful role that veterinary public health must be seen to play in the overall public health framework with respect to the poor in Uganda. The country is favoured by a good climate and fertile soils and the agricultural sector has the potential to feed the country, to supply food for the regional market, to export horticultural products in addition to the traditional crops, to produce industrial raw materials, and generally to act as a powerful engine of growth.
Uganda is a landlocked country located astride the equator in eastern Africa bordering the Republic of Kenya to the east, the Republic of Sudan to the north, the Democratic Republic of Congo to the west and the Republic of Tanzania to the south ( Figure 1 ). The country occupies an area of 236,040 km2 of which 15.4% is fresh water. The population is estimated at 21 million with a population growth rate of 2.9 % 26) (World Bank, 2000)1. The country is favoured by a good climate and fertile soils and the agricultural sector has the potential to feed the country, to supply food for the regional market, to export horticultural products in addition to the traditional crops, to produce industrial raw materials, and generally to act as a powerful engine of growth.
Current estimates show that eighty-five percent of Ugandans, and 96 % of the poor 2 live in rural areas, and the rural population is growing at a rate of nearly 3 % per year (MFPED, 2001) 9). Approximately two-thirds of the 3.5 million rural households in Uganda are engaged in unproductive, low-input/low-output farming. In Uganda, agriculture is mainly rain-fed and households produce food largely for their own consumption. Among these farmers the average land holding is less than two hectares of land. Consequently, low productivity gives farmers little flexibility to seek alternatives or to diversify their investment options. From an environmental perspective, poverty contributes to and drives the erosion of biodiversity and compels many to forego longer-term investments in sustainable land use in favor of short-term resource exploitation to stave off food insecurity (Uganda, 2002) 19) The poor, who form the bulk of the rural and urban popula- Thoraya, 200217) nants of household real consumption expenditure growth and hence poverty reduction were asset ownership, access to electricity, good household health status, cash crop production, presence of peace and security. The results showing the evolution of poverty are given in Table 3 and trends shown in 
Conclusion
In developing countries, however, the surveillance infrastructure is weak or absent and laboratory resources and skills may be scarce (Schlundt, 2002)15) . This is certainly the case in Uganda where the food control system is inadequate. Fortunately, Uganda has within the Ministry of Health, a section of VPH. This section, however, is understaffed and there appears to be no substantial effort to strengthen it. Although public health veterinarians should be fully involved and comprise teams to investigate outbreaks of emerging or re-emerging zoonoses, this integration between the medical and veterinary field is still lacking as evidenced in the recent outbreak of Ebola haemorrhagic fever in Uganda that affected 425 people, mainly the rural poor with a case fatality rate of 53% (WHO, 1999) 24).
The renewed interest and activities in VPH globally should prioritize increased international collaboration between developed and developing countries in food safety, animal and human health that may lead to the improvement of the economies of the poor countries. There is also need for intersectoral cooperation within the country in surveillance of diseases of public health significance since these diseases are believed to contribute significantly to the burden of disease today, especially among the poor.
